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to the defence of the House of Austria by raffling for apples.
Having now, my Lords, examined, with the utmost candour, all the reasons which have been offered in defence of the Bill, I cannot conceal the result of my inquiry. The arguments have had so little effect upon my understanding, that, as every man judges of others by himself, I cannot believe that they have any influence, even upon those that offer them; and therefore I am convinced that this Bill must be the result of considerations which have been hitherto concealed, and is intended to promote designs which are never to be discovered by the authors before their execution.
With regard to these motives and designs, however artfully concealed, every Lord in this House is at liberty to offer his conjectures.
When I consider, my Lords, the tendency of this Bill, I find it calculated only for the propagation of diseases, the suppression of industry, and the destruction of mankind. I find it the most fatal engine that ever was pointed at a people; an engine by which those who are not killed will be disabled, and those who preserve their limbs will be deprived of their senses.
This Bill therefore appears to be designed only to thin the ranks of mankind, and to disburden the world of the multitudes that inhabit it, and is perhaps the strongest proof of political sagacity that our new Ministers have yet exhibited. They well know, my Lords, that they are universally detested, and that, whenever a Briton is destroyed they are freed from' an enemy; they have therefore opened the flood-gates